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School Committee, 1905—1906 


^William H. Norton, Chairman. 
Robert J. Fuller, Secretary. 


Roscius C. Newell, 

Dr. D. B. Sullivan, 

L. H. Gager, 

C. L. Waid, 

* William H. Norton, 
■(•William E. McDonald, 
George D. Mooers, 

*A. J. PURINTON, 


Term expires 1906 
“ “ 1906 

“ “ 1906 

“ “ 1906 

“ “ 1907 

“ “ 1907 

“ “ 1908 

“ “ 1908 


♦Resigned. fChairman. 

Regular meeting of the School Committee at 7.15 p. m. on the 
Tuesday before the last Friday of each school month. 

All bills must be in the hands of the Superintendent on or 
before the above day. 

Superintendent of Schools, Robert J. Fuller. 

Office, High School Building. Telephone, 54-4. 

Office Hours : — 8 to 8.45 a. m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays; 4 to 5 p. m. Tuesdays and Thursdays; 7 to 8 p. m. 


Tuesdays. 

truant officers. 


T. J. Crimmins, 


Depot 

H. T. Bishop, 


Thorndike 

William Prairie, 


Three Rivers 

C. E. Fuller, 


Bondsville 

H. L. Gray, 

janitors. 

High School 

H. S. Hobson, 


Depot 

H. T. Bishop, 


Thorndike 

William Prairie, 


Three Rivers 

C. E. Fuller, 


Bondsville 



Calendar 


SCHOOL YEAR, 1906-7. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Winter term began January 2, 1906; ends February 23, 1906. 
Spring term begins March 5, 1906 ; ends April 27, 1906. 

Summer term begins May 7, 1906; ends June 29, 1906. 

Fall term begins September 4, 1906; ends December 21, 1906. 
Winter term begins December 31, 1906; ends February 22, 1907 
Spring term begins March 4, 1907 ; ends April 26, 1907. 

Summer term begins May 6, 1907 ; ends June 28, 1907. 

OTHER SCHOOLS. 

Winter term began January 2, 1906; ends February 23, 1906. 
Spring term begins March 5, 1906; ends April 27, 1906. 

Summer term begins May 7, 1906; ends June 15, 1906. 

Fall term begins September 4, 1906; ends December 21, 1906. 
Winter term begins December 31, 1906 ; ends February 22, 1907 
Spring term begins March 5, 1907 ; ends April 26, 1907. 

Summer term begins May 6, 1907 ; ends June 14, 1907. 



Report of the School Committee 


To the Citizens of Palmer: 

In compliance with the statutes of the Commonwealth, the 
School Committee submits its annual report for the year ending 
March first, 1906. For the details of the needs of the schools as 
well as for the statistics, we refer you to the report of the Superin¬ 
tendent of Schools. 

The committee regrets the necessity of reporting 
Committee, the loss of two efficient members, Mr. Norton, 
who had wisely directed the deliberations of the 
committee as chairman, and Mr. Purinton, who, although a new 
member, had evinced no small amount of interest in school affairs. 
Despite the fact that a change in the personnel of the committee 
during the year places greater responsibility upon the old members, 
we feel that in the new members, Messrs. Waid and Gager, chosen 
in December by the joint meetings of the School Committee and the 
Board of Selectmen, we have men of business integrity and common 
sense in whose hands the finances and policies of our schools may 
well be placed. 

Conditions at the high school remain practically 
High School. the same as they have for the past two years. 

That additional room is needed is beyond 
question. The high school is as much a part of our school system 
as any graded school, and suitable room must be provided. The 
wise action of the town last year in accepting the report of the 
Special Committee and appropriating $20,000 for additional room 
was appreciated by this Committee, and they only regret that the 
contemplated change did not take place. They now urge the 
continuance of some definite policy in regard to this matter which 
shall give the needed room in the near future. As this question is 
still in the hands of a special committee, this Committee makes no 
further recommendations at this time. 
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In view of the increased cost of living and progressive 
Increased tendency of our times, it is hardly necessary to go 
Cost. into a prolonged discussion of the increased cost of 

our schools. The added responsibility placed upon 
the towns and cities by the Legislature during the past ten years in 
the laws concerning the erection and heating of school buildings, 
concerning the employment of a superintendent, concerning certain 
subjects to be taught, concerning high schools, concerning the 
distribution of the Massachusetts School Fund is well known to us 
all. The number of pupils since 18Q4-5 has increased 140. Upon 
the cost per pupil at that time this would make an actual increase of 
$3500. In this same length of time a music and drawing teacher 
have been added at a cost of $1000. The new buildings at 
Thorndike and Palmer have been erected. This necessitates more 
fuel and better janitor service. In these two items alone the 
increase is more than $ 1200. These facts, together with the increases 
in teachers’ salaries during the past year, easily explain the increase 
in the cost of maintaining our schools. 

In accordance with the report of last year your 
Transportation. Committee conducted a hearing concerning 
the closing of the Mason, Shorley and Forest 
Lake district schools. After listening to the arguments advanced by 
the parents of the children in these districts, as well as those of 
others interested, and after a careful consideration of these and 
other arguments, your Committee decided to transport these pupils 
to the village schools. Economically this has resulted in a saving. 
The cost of running the Mason and Shorley schools last year was 
about $725 * the cost of running the Forest Lake school about 
$387. The cost of transporting the children of the Mason and 
Shorley schools for the present school year of 38 weeks will be $665. 
The cost of transporting the pupils of the Forest Lake school will 
not be far from $104. The children of the Shorley district have 
been transported to Thorndike and have been taken care of by the 
regular teachers. Those from the Mason and Forest Lake districts 
have been taken care of in the Palmer grammar school. True it i s 
that two extra teachers have been hired in the Palmer grammar 
school. This came about not because of the extra pupils from the 
Mason and Forest Lake districts, but because of the constantly 
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increasing attendance at the Wire Mill school and the large number 
of pupils in the seventh, eighth and ninth grades. For further 
details concerning this matter consult the report of the Superin¬ 
tendent. From these statements you will see that the expense of 
these two additional teachers cannot be justly charged to the closing 
of these schools. 

While your Committee feel that the benefits resulting from this 
change so far as the children are concerned far exceed any monetary 
consideration, the actual difference between the cost of maintaining 
these schools and the cost, of transportation is $1113 less $769 or 
$ 344 * 

Rather more than the usual amount has been expended 
Repairs, upon repairs. The Palmer Center school has been 
thoroughly renovated. Shingling has been done at the 
Three Rivers and Wire Mill schools. These items with the changing 
of the basement entrances at the Thorndike school constitute the 
heaviest expenditures. As the Central Mass. Electric Co. has 
extended its wires to Bondsville, your committee recommend an 
appropriation of #175 for the purpose of wiring this building for 
electricity in addition to the $4°o recommended for repairs. 

In making up the list of appropriations your 
Appropriations, committee recommend that the unexpended 
balances be re-appropriated for the several 
accounts to which they stand credited, and that the amounts 
received from the tuition receipts, dog tax and Merrick fund be 
appropriated for contingencies as formerly. We also recommend 
that the sum of $2 50.00 be appropriated for insurance. We further 
recommend that the sum of $ 2 5,85 0.00 be raised and appropriated 
as follows: 
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Salaries, teachers and superintendent, $17,250.00 

Salaries, janitors, 2,000.00 

Music and drawing, 1,000.00 

Fuel and lights, 2,000.00 

Text books and supplies, 1,400.00 

Transportation, 1,300.00 

Repairs, 400.00 

Contingencies, 500.00 


$25,850.00 

Signed 

william e. McDonald, 
ROSCIUS C. NEWELL, 
GEORGE D. MOOERS, 
DR. D. B. SULLIVAN, 
CHARLES L. WAID, 
LUTHER H. GAGER. 





Financial Statement, 


TEACHERS’ SALARIES. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Fred W. Cross, 


$ 1,400.00 

Genevra F. Clark, 


600.00 

Julia A. Davis, 


580.OO 

Maisie B. Whiting, 


480.OO 

Sue E. MacWilliams, 

DEPOT. 

55 °-°° 

Clifton H. Hobson, 


$560.00 

Elizabeth I. Heenehan, 


428.00 

Susan M. Goodwin, . 


414.00 

Bernice L. Goddard, 


390.00 

Marion L. Tucker, 


20.00 

Katherine E. Shea, 


414.00 

Sarah E. Harrison, 


390.00 

Lillie M. Sullivan, 


216.00 

M. Eloise Stone, 


390.00 

Annie E. Tucker, 


30.00 

Maraketa Goodrich, 


360.00 

Margaret Clark, 

THORNDIKE. 

145*50 

Katherine M. Twiss, 


$624.00 

Minnie Andrews, 


390.00 

Annie E. O’Connor, 


414.00 

Mary E. Murdock, 


414.00 

Marian Sands, 


414.00 


$3,6lO.OO 


* 3 , 757-50 


'$'2',2$6.06 
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BONDSVILLE. 


Jennie C. Twiss, 

$624.00 


Lucille M. Dunton, 

414.00 


Cora B. Clark, 

414.00 


Maude Connor, 

414.00 


Helen C. Farnsworth, 

150.00 


Florence D. Webster, 

264.00 

$2,280.00 

THREE RIVERS. 

Henry D. Furbush, 

$240.00 


Lewis S. Record, 

384.00 


Lucy B. Twiss, 

414.00 


Ellen F. Glynn, 

390.00 


Jennie C. Roche, 

414.00 


Lula C. Vaille, 

414.00 

$2,256.00 

DISTRICTS. 

May E. Mahoney, Center, 

$ 375 -oo 


Julia G. Daley, Wire Mill, 

390.00 


Jennie M. Day, Forest Lake, 

135*00 


Gertrude Marson, Mason, 

120.00 


Marie Prindiville, Shorley, 

121.88 


Helen L. Robinson, substitute, 

10.00 


Bessie C. Fuller, 

5.00 


Mary I. Kernan, 

4.00 

$1,160.88 

SUPERINTENDENT. 

Robert J. Fuller, 

$1,911.15 

$1,911.15 

DRAWING AND MUSIC. 


Florence Tarbell, 

$480.00 


Joana V. Cantwell, 

400.00 


Bunkio Matsuki, 

4.81 


Ginn & Co., 

78.13 


A. Storrs & Bement, 

5.60 


A. L. Bemis, 

80.00 

$1,048.54 

JANITORS. 

H. L. Gray, 

$275.00 


H. S. Hobson, 

442.50 
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C. E. Fuller, 

$308.00 

William Prairie, 

275.00 

H. T. Bishop, 

312.00 

Rufus Bacon, 

10.00 

Mrs. Sullivan, 

6.00 

Jennie M. Day, 

5.00 

Denis Mahoney, 

5.00 

Thorwold Johnson, 

5.00 

Mrs. Emily Brouillette, 

7.00 

INSURANCE. 


W. W. Leach & Co., 

$150.00 

S. H. Hellyar, 

300.00 

A. E. Fitch, 

101.25 

REPAIRS. 


E. Brown Co., 

$ 9-50 

Potter & Bond, 

382.77 

F. F. Marcy, 

69.64 

E. C. Sexton, 

78.38 

Whitcomb & Faulkner, 

14.07 

George A. Authier & Son, 

12.91 

E. E. Babb & Co., 

21.63 

Thorndike Co., 

2.11 

J. W. Brainerd, 

1.60 

Palmer Mill, 

8-35 

Parker & Hamer Electric Co., 

25-58 

F. M. Webber, 

65-79 

H. 0 . Bliss, 

3.00 

Thos. Cross, 

9.00 

A. M. Bond, 

5-58 

W. N. Flynt Granite Co., 

40.00 

J. P. O’Connor, 

19-75 

S. Leach, 

13.87 

Gordon Wilson, 

J. W. Rochford, 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 

15.00 
112.20 

10,00 

B. F. Dotney, 

S. W. Lyon & Co., 

19.80 

68.69 


$ 1 , 650.50 


£55l-25 


$1,009.22 
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TEXT BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 


Silver, Burdett & Co., 

$ 76.00 

J. L. Hammett & Co., 

118.32 

Atkinson, Mentzer & Grover, 

25-50 

Little, Brown & Co., 

10.00 

Newson Co., 

u -75 

D. W. Mellen Co., 

6.00 

Educational Publishing Co., 

12.50 

Neostyle Co., 

25.00 

Eimer & Amend, 

35 -06 

Allyn & Bacon, 

10.35 

Rand, McNally Co., 

12.00 

Houghton, Miffiin & Co., 

11.22 

American Book Co., 

66.48 

Milton Bradley Co., 

32.65 

E. E. Babb & Co., 

354-59 

D. C. Heath & Co., 

92.32 

Ginn & Co., 

373-46 

Eagle Pencil Co., 

28.40 

Scarborough Map Co., 

14.65 

David Farquhar, 

66.98 

Henry R. Johnson, 

3.00 

C. A. LeGro, 

3-55 

Jas. A. Moore, 

2.00 

G. & C. Merriam Co., 

9-25 

FUEL. 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 

$ 46.36 

J. F. Holbrook & Son, 

1,845.87 

Ham & Miller, 

25-50 

F. J. Hamilton, 

146.26 

T. D. Potter & Co., 

18.00 

James H. Clark, 

6.38 

W. F. Fillmore, 

18.00 


TRANSPORTATION. 
Springfield and Eastern St. R. R., 


$1,401.03 


$2,106.37 


$ 492.50 
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Springfield St. R. R., 

$ 335 -°° 

S. H. Brown, 

204.00 

W. J. Foley, 

216.00 

CONTINGENCIES. 


Henry R. Johnson, 

tO 

oq 

c* 

Palmer Journal, 

15340 

Whitcomb & Faulkner, 

28.82 

R. &. J. Farquhar, 

•15 

E. B. Taylor, 

5-03 

Arthur E. Fitch, 

7.87 

F. W. Cross, 

5.00 

D. E. Marcy, 

11.25 

D. L. Bodfish, 

IO.96 

F. P. Frost, 

17-95 

A. H. Orcutt, 

19.80 

C. L. Johnson & Co., 

44.70 

C. A. LeGro, 

1.60 

N. E. Telephone & Telegraph Co., 

21.67 

Geo. D. Mooers, 

3-30 

W. L. Shaw, 

24.00 

S. H. Brown, 

54.56 

E. S. Brooks, 

8.1s 

M. H. Loftus, 

7.00 

Geo. G. Ware, 

12.00 

Fred D. McComber, 

14.50 

D. Blakeley Hoar, Treas., 

1.60 

Robert J. Fuller, prepayments, 

76.34 

S. W. Lyon & Co., 

.40 

Fred Thompson, 

.83 

C. D. Holbrook Co., 

4.48 

West Disinfecting Co., 

2.00 

Palmer Water Co., 

7 I - 9 I 

R. H. Smith Mfg. Co., 

•So 

Dora A. Mclntire, 

3.00 

Powers Regulating Co., 

14.30 

The Quimby Pharmacy, 

*45 

Kenny Bros. & Wolkins, 

19.50 
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W. E. Stone & Son, 

$ 1.98 

Walcott-Cameron Co., 

74-36 

E. E. Babb & Co., 

20.30 

Taylor’s Music House, 

5.00 

Katharine H. Holden, 

•75 

Boston Duck Co., 

2.22 

American School Fur. Co., 

I 53-25 

VV. F. Fillmore, 

16.65 

A. Brouillette, 

1.50 

C. F. Orcutt, 

1.66 

D. J. Sullivan, 

1.50 

Mass. District Police, 

6.00 

Springfield Union, 

2.10 

Springfield Republican, 

1.70 

J. P. Eastman, 

12.00 

James Summers, 

2.00 

C. L. Holden & Sons, 

5*03 

Chas. E. Fuller, 

1.77 

Rufus C. Bacon, 

4-25 

F. A. Hardy & Co., 

4 - 5 o 

Edward L. Hall, 

15.00 

C. H. Hobson, 

50.00 

Cheshire White Sand Co., 

6.00 

Neostyle Co., 

5.00 

Forbes & Wallace, 

I * 3 I 

R. E. Cummings, 

16.87 

R. L. Bond, 

57.50 

Geo. A. Bills, 

18.00 

Walker & Kelly, 

2.41 

Florence Tarbell, 

•93 

A. Storrs & Bement Co., 

6.00 

Walter Ballou Jacobs, 

23.00 

H. H. Ballard, 

•75 

Chas. O’Connor, 

3-38 

Julia A. Davis, 

1.10 

Katharine M. Twiss, 

5.00 

Bunkio Matsuki, 

12.00 

Eagle Pencil Co., 

16.50 
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Silver, Burdett & Co., 

$ 45-22 

Hinds, Noble & Eldridge, 

6.60 

J. P. O’Connor, 

1.60 

F. E. Paulin, 

4.00 

Palmer Mill, 

14.84 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 

18.54 


$1,324.92 


Dr . 

BALANCE ACCOUNT. 

Cr . 

$17,200.00 

Salaries, superintendent and teachers, 

$17,231-53 

1,005.25 

“ Music and drawing teachers, 

1,048.54 

1,700.00 

“ janitors, 

1,650.50 

1,403 .43 

Text books and supplies, 

1,401.03 

2,200.00 

Fuel and lights, 

2,106.37 

1,022.69 

Repairs, 

1,009.22 

1,000.00 

Transportation, 

1,247.50 

619.66 

597-53 

29.99 

39 °- 10 

Contingencies, 

Dog tax, 

Merrick fund, 

Tuition, receipts, etc., 

1,324.92 

550.00 

$27,718.65 

Insurance, 

Balance unexpended, 

551-25 

147-79 

$27,718.65 






Report of Superintendent of Schools 


To the School Committee of the Town of Palmer: 

Gentlemen : — In compliance with the rules of your Board, I 
present herewith my second annual report as Superintendent of the 
Schools of Palmer, it being the thirteenth of the series of reports 
issued by the Superintendents of the public schools of the town. 

Throughout this report the year relative to attendance extends 
from September, 1904, to July, i 9°5 > the y ear re ' a ^ ve to expendi¬ 
tures from March 1, 1905, to March 1, 1906. 

STATISTICS. 


I.—POPULATION. 


Census of 1905, 

years of age, 

7,755 

School population September 1, 1904, 5 t0 I 5 

1,223 

School population September 1, 1905, 5 to 15 

years of age, 

1,229 

Illiterate Minors, 


245 

11.—PUPILS. 

Number of children in town September 

1, as reported by the 

census enumerators: 


1904 

1905 

Between the ages of 7 and 14, 

1,013 

826 

Aggregate enrollment, September to June, 

1,212 

1,249 

Average daily attendance, 

964.93 

1,045.92 

Average number belonging, 

1,031.64 

1,107.91 

Per cent of attendance, 

93-58 

94.4 

Average number of pupils to each teacher, 


In High School, 

26.25 

21.65 

In Other schools, 

39-°4 

39-38 
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COMPARISON FOR TEN YEARS. 


Year, 

1896-7 

1897-8 

1898-9 

’ 99 -’oo 

’oo-’oi 

’ 0 I -’02 

I902-3 

1903-4 

1904-5 

1905-6 

Average Membership 
Average Attendance. 
Percent Attendance.. 

981.8 

9x3.6 

93-5 

953*83 

890.64 

92.23 

1023.20 

963.94 

93. 

1050.51 
972.41 
92.ox 

1075.35 

1002.05 

93-14 

TO5I.9 

977.12 

92.89 

955.61 

891.65 

93*35 

978.82 

901.82 
92.14 

1031.64 

964.93 

93.58 

X107.91 

1045.92 

94.4 


TABLE OF TARDINESS. 


Schools. 

1898-9 

' 99 ~’oo 

’oo-’oi 

’oi-’o2 

’o2-’o3 

’03-04 

’04-05 

’05-06 

High School... 

140 

150 

237 

374 

254 

80 

68 

63 

Palmer. 

215 

184 

267 

860 

535 

239 

176 

166 

Three Rivers. 

87 

86 

93 

182 

54 

70 

36 

7 1 

Thorndike. 

78 

37 

32 

33 

17 

3 

42 

38 

Bondsville... 

56 

4 i 

128 

70 

24 

2 9 

28 

22 

Wire Mill. 

53 

54 

23 

43 

8 

7 

XI 

24 

Center. 

68 

i 45 

9 1 

109 

65 

30 

39 

29 

Mason. 

13 

25 

1 

0 

2 

3 

7 

11 

Shorley. 

i 55 

22 

10 

4 

25 

24 

27 

16 

Forest Lake. 

46 

8 

19 

29 

29 

50 

60 

79 


911 

752 

937 

1,704 

1,013 

535 

494 

5 i 9 


TABLE OF DISMISSALS. 


Schools. 

1902- 

•1903 

1903- 

•1904 

1904- 

1905 

1905-1906 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

High School. 

93 

74 

153 

126 

203 

212 

123 

122 

Palmer. 

738 

356 

452 

208 

602 

388 

578 

44 o 

Three Rivers. 

340 

324 

206 

i 37 

245 

216 

i 45 

59 

Thorndike .. 

178 

84 

52 

26 

96 

60 

94 

49 

Bondsville. . 

281 

189 

291 

196 

62 

39 

66 

30 

Center....... 

21 

14 

37 

24 

24 

9 

8 

6 

Wire Mill.. 

7 

3 

9 

5 

3 

2 

7 

1-2 

Shorley... 

2 


18 

8 

13 

16 

11 

9 1-2 

Mason. 

3 


2 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

Forest Lake. 

23 


25 

13 

6 

6 

5 

5 


1,686 

1,044 

1,245 

744 

1,258 

95 i 

1,040 

723 
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ATTENDANCE BY SCHOOLS. 


SCHOOLS. 

Average 

Membership. 

Average 

Attendance. 

Per Cent of 
Attendance. 

Enroll¬ 

ment. 

High. 

108.24 

103.19 

95-3 

123 

Palmer— 





Room . . 

45.61 

44.12 

96.72 

51 

Room 2. 

45.62 

43-47 

95.26 

53 

Room 3. 

41.32 

39-33 

95 - 3 i 

43 

Room 4. 

38-9 

36-4 

93-5 

30 

Room 5 . 

39-36 

37-5 

95-44 

43 

Room 6. 

42.33 

39-°7 

92.24 

66 

Room 7.-. 

47-36 

44-23 

93 - 3 i 

53 

Room 8 . . 

46.32 

4 i-i 3 

88.38 

52 

Thorndike — 





Room i. 

26.50 

25-59 

96.58 

28 

Room 2............ 

34-91 

33-65 

96.4 

35 

Room 3. 

29.20 

28.28 

96.8 

33 

Room 4. 

42.7 

40.4 

94.8 

45 

Room 5.. 

30.71 

28.89 

94-33 

35 

Three Rivers — 





Room . . 

30-36 

29.13 

95-94 

33 

Room . . 

33-25 

32.71 

98-37 

36 

Room 3. 

44.92 

42.97 

95 - 7 i 

5 o 

Room 4. 

38.67 

36-57 

94.68 

44 

Room 5. 

35 -i 5 

3 i -73 

90.25 

35 

Bondsville — 





Room . . 

38-32 

36-93 

96.35 

4 i 

Room 2 . 

33-8 

32.6 

96.4 

37 

Room 3. 

44-97 

43-40 

96.48 

48 

Room 4... 

44-3 

42-5 

95-6 

48 

Room 5. 

41.40 

38.31 

92.89 

5 o 

Districts — 





Center. 

26.69 

25.16 

94.2 

37 

Wire Mill. 

36-7 

34-3 

944 

43 

Forest Lake. 

17-35 

I 5 - 3 I 

88.5 

21 

Mason. 

12.06 

9-49 

78.2 

14 

Shorley. 

IO.89 

9-56 

88.2 

19 
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TABLE OF COST. 



1900-1901 

1901-1902 

1902-1903 

1903-1904 

1904-1905 

1905-1906 

Teachers...... 

$14,488.78 

$14,039.40 

$15,398.00 

$15,905.50 

$16,518.74 

$17,23^-53 

Music. 

400.00 

467.67 

501.00 

496.27 

441.68 

460.00 

Janitors. .. 

Contingencies. 

Supervision. 

1,301.30 

1,598.70 

1,485.00 

1,587.22 

1,696.00 

1,650.50 

| 941.96 

| L 930.52 

| 672.39 

j 700.77 

| 2,063.40 

| 1,324-92 

Text books and sup¬ 







plies. 

D 477-73 

1,726.36 

2,438.11 

1 , 343-68 

1 , 396.57 

1,401.03 

Repairs. 

413.28 

1,502.50 

594-07 

576.21 

467-31 

1,009.22 

Fuel. 

1,869.05 

1,929.88 

1,950.23 

2,185.10 

2,148.76 

2,106.37 

Transportation. 

287.50 

450.00 

300.00 

550.00 

553-07 

1,247.50 

588.54 

Drawing.. 

400.00 

740.87 

637.28 

500.00 


Totals. 

$21,579.65 

$24,385.90 

$23,976.08 

$23,844.75 

$ 25 , 345-53 

$27,019.61 

Av. Membership. 

1,075.85 

1,051.9 

955-62 

978.82 

1,031.64 

964.93 

1,107.91 

Av. Attendance. 

1,002.05 

977.12 

891.65 

901.82 

1,045.92 

Cost per pupil, based 
on average member- 




ship.. 

$20.06 

$23.18 

$25.09 

$24.36 

$24.57 

$24.38 

Cost per pupil, based 
on average attend¬ 






ance. .. 

21.54 

24.96 

26.88 

26.44 

26.26 

25-83 


PER CENT OF ATTENDANCE BY BUILDINGS. 


Thorndike, 

95-78 

Bonds ville, 

95-54 

High School, 

95-3 

Three Rivers, 

94.99 

Wire Mill, 

944 

Palmer Center, 

94.2 

Palmer, 

93-7 

Forest Lake, 

88.5 

Shorley, 

88.2 

Mason, 

Oo 

b 


The continued co-operation of the citizens, school committee 
and teachers removes many of the hindrances to efficient service. 
It makes the work of our schools pleasant and profitable to teachers, 
patrons and pupils, and at the same time places greater responsibility 
upon the supervising officer. 

The responsibility has been accepted by your Superintendent. 
He has endeavored, also, to utilize the opportunity for broadening 
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the scope of the usefulness of our schools and for giving them a new 
impetus toward the best in education. The policy is, the public 
schools of Palmer for the benefit of the boys and girls of Palmer, 
that in future years they may be able to perform their own work 
well, to take part in all public enterprise with breadth of thought, 
openness of mind and a willingness to yield, at times, to the will of 
others, that they may exercise common sense and sound judgment 
in all matters, whether public or private, and that they may have 
that devotion and love for God and man which is manifest in every 
loyal citizen who fulfils his true function in his relations with his 
fellow men. 

Inasmuch as it is only after a reasonable lapse of time that the 
result of any given educational policy is determined, a further exten¬ 
sion of the patience, forbearance, and kindly criticism of every 
citizen in the community is earnestly desired, and the opposite 
tendency of impatience, intolerance and harsh criticism are as 
earnestly deplored. It is, indeed, true that all affairs of human 
origin are capable of betterment. It is also true that the thoughtful 
citizen has opportunities for observation which rarely come to the 
school authorities. It is equally true that the casual observer with 
much leisure to observe and cogitate, with little inclination to care¬ 
fully investigate, and with much imperfect evidence gleaned from 
street gossip, disgruntled trouble breeders and half facts, may work 
much injury to any public institution, more especially to the schools, 
and thence to the boys and girls, in whose interests the schools are 
maintained. So much of the former kind of help and encourage¬ 
ment and so little of the discouraging criticisms have come to our 
department during the past year that it is in no sense a perfunctory 
duty for me to express to all — pupils, parents, citizens, teachers and 
committee — my sincere appreciation of the favors shown. In 
behalf of the boys and girls whom we all love and in whom we have 
much faith for the future prosperity of our town and state, I bespeak 
a continuance of this generous policy toward our schools. 

In the table giving a comparison of the attendance 
Attendance, for the past ten years, you will observe that the 
per cent of the attendance for the year 1904-1905 
is the highest for the entire period. This is of special significance 
when we note that the average membership is the largest for the 
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same length of time. The increase in regularity is due in part to 
the absence of contagious diseases, in part to the zealous effort of 
the teachers, in part to the interest of some parents, in part to the 
interest of the pupils, and in part to the card system of excuses, by 
means of which it is possible to keep a more accurate record of 
those who are absent without a reasonable excuse. Whenever it 
has seemed that absences were unnecessary, or the excuses for 
absence have not seemed legitimate, the services of the truant officer 
have been employed. We have a report of thirty-four cases 
investigated by the truant officers, of which twenty-five have been 
suitable excuses and the other nine cases plainly showed either a 
fault of the parents or an effort on the part of the pupil to remain 
at home unlawfully. In one or two cases pupils have been taken 
directly to the school or ordered to attend the following session. 

While this improved condition of attendance is a source of 
gratification to us, we are still annoyed by the tardiness of some 
pupils. The case when a pupil actually needs to be tardy is rare. 
Usually the fault lies in the fact that the pupil is not sent to school 
early enough or is sent to do an errand, which could be postponed 
until the close of the session. In order to carry out the policy laid 
down at the beginning of this report it is necessary for the schools 
to assist in teaching some of the moral virtues, such as cleanliness, 
truthfulness, obedience, punctuality, etc. Nor can they fulfill their 
true mission in this regard without the help of the home. May we 
not, then, appeal to the parents individually, to see to it that their 
children leave home early enough to reach school in due season and 
that they be allowed to remain there during the entire time the 
school is in session, without the frequent requests for dismissal. A 
little care in this regard now will mean much to your boy or girl in 
after life. 

At the last session of the general court of Massachu- 
Illiterate setts, the age at which illiterate minors could begin 
Minors. labor was raised from fourteen to sixteen years. 

January i, 1906, when this became operative, there 
were fifteen boys and girls laboring in the mills of this town who 
were thrown out of employment and must attend school. Of these 
several moved out of town, three have since reached the age of 
sixteen, and the remainder are about equally divided among the 
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schools of Thorndike, Three Rivers and Bondsville. In the census 
statistics on page 16 you will notice that we have besides these, 
nearly two hundred fifty illiterate minors in our town. These boys 
and girls are to make up a portion of our population. The boys are 
likely to desire to become naturalized and all will some day be 
counted citizens of this town, state or nation. The knowledge they 
will have of the history of our country, of her institutions, her 
politics and her progress, at best will be very meagre. 

The betterment of such a condition is a question which con¬ 
fronts all manufacturing towns and cities. In communities where 
the population is more than 10,000, the statutes compel the 
establishment of evening schools. In many of the smaller towns 
such schools are maintained by vote of the citizens. The remark is 
heard, frequently, that the schools of Palmer already cost as much 
as the citizens can afford. Whether this be true or not, the fact 
remains that the schools of Palmer do not cost as much per pupil as 
is the case of many of the towns of the state, and in these localities 
where the schools are counted excellent the cost is in some cases 
more than twice as much per child as it is in Palmer, and in other 
cases one-half more. 

The average cost, per pupil, throughout the state is more than 
one-third more than the cost here. In all commercial transactions 
the business man realizes that in order to buy a first-class article, 
perfect in every respect, he must pay a larger price than for a 
second rate product. Is it wise, then, to be too parsimonious in 
this matter of the training for your boys and girls? Is the best any 
too good for your own particular boy or girl? Is it wise economy, 
considering the cost of maintaining an untrained citizenship, to 
continually postpone the obligations placed upon us for educating 
these illiterate minors? 

The answers to these questions are best left in the hearts and 
consciences of our progressive citizens, to whom all look for careful 
judgment and wise forethought in the expenditure of the town’s 
money. 

It is worthy of note that the pupils of the 
Transportation, outlying schools have attended more regularly 

since September of the present school year 
than they attended their own schools during the same time last year. 
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This may be due in part to the weather conditions, which have been 
more favorable, and in part to the improved facilities, in most cases, 
for their reaching school. The teams and electric cars pass the 
homes of many pupils and in the case of the majority reduce the 
walking distance one-third or one-half. The work done by the 
pupils in these districts has shown improvement. By the improved 
conditions which prevail in the village schools such as better grading, 
more comfortable schoolrooms and better surroundings, to say 
nothing of the quality of the instruction received, have these 
children been the gainers and many parents have expressed approval 
at the results. It would seem that these facts alone should be of 
sufficient weight to continue the policy of transportation. 

We have at the present writing in the Wire Mill 
Wire Mill district more than sixty pupils, or enough to force us 
District. to open another room at the Wire Mill school. 

Rather than do this, all pupils above the Fourth 
Grade were transferred to the Palmer Grammar School. Some of 
the other children whose parents preferred were allowed to attend 
the Palmer Grammar School, even though they were members of 
any one of the first four grades. This took away not less than 25 
pupils from the district, leaving 35 pupils in the school, thereby 
making it possible for one teacher to do the work there. It also 
helped to increase the numbers in the Palmer Grammar School, so 
that there were over 50 pupils in the Third, Fourth and Fifth grades. 
Without adjustment, under the statute, each of these teachers would 
have been entitled to an assistant, nor would the conditions have 
been materially different without the pupils in the Mason and Forest 
Lake districts, as there was but one pupil from these districts in 
either the Fourth or Fifth grades. To obviate this difficulty the 
spare room in the Palmer grammar school building was opened and 
a part of the pupils of the third and fourth grades were placed 
therein, thus necessitating an additional teacher. The extra pupils 
in the fifth grade were placed in the sixth grade room. In the 
same building we were confronted with large Seventh, Eighth and 
Ninth grades. Here again was a result due to normal conditions 
which required attention and was generously met by the Committee 
granting, an assistant to the Principal of the largest school in the 
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Town, thereby increasing the efficiency of the work and providing 
a teacher who could be used as a substitute in case of need. 

The division of the school year has been changed 
School Year, from the usual three terms with two short and one 
long vacations to four terms with three short and 
one long vacations. The long term from September to the last part 
of December, following the long period of rest in summer and being 
broken into by the various holidays, consists of sixteen weeks for all 
schools. The Christmas vacation for the grades has been made to 
correspond to that of the High School and lasts one week. The 
winter term is of eight weeks’ duration and, closing usually the last 
of February, is followed by one week’s vacation and is the same for 
all grades. The spring term opens in early March, is eight weeks 
long, and is followed, the last of April or first of May, by one week’s 
rest. The summer term of six weeks for the grades and eight weeks 
for the High School brings the closing of the school year at about 
the regular closing time. These changes are made for the sake of 
giving the pupils more frequent rest periods, thereby enabling them 
to put forth a more concentrated and sustained effort during the 
entire school year without an undue tax upon their nervous and 
physical energy. 

It is hoped that the parents realizing this will 
Study Hours, be able to do much to aid us in this direction by 
establishing regular and systematic study hours in 
the home for all pupils above the sixth grade. In the seventh grade 
the period for home study should not be less than thirty nor more 
than sixty minutes; in the eighth it should not be less than forty- 
five nor more than ninety minutes; in the ninth grade not less than 
one nor more than two hours, and in the high school not less than 
one nor more than four hours. 

Were parents to insist upon the minimum amount of home 
study, at a regular period each day, there would be fewer non¬ 
promotions and over-worked pupils at the end of the year. 

In the report of last year I referred somewhat briefly 
Medical to the subject of medical inspection. During the 
Inspection, past year a continued effort has been made by the 
teachers to further the cause of personal cleanliriess 
on the part of the pupils. Owing to local conditions and the 
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absence of any number of cases of contagious diseases, it was not 
deemed expedient to adopt any regular system of medical inspection. 
At the beginning of the present calendar year arrangements were 
made, however, to test the eyes and ears of the pupils. Dr. George 
Moore kindly gave the teachers careful directions for the making of 
these tests. All tests were made by the teachers under the direction 
of the principal of the building. In making these tests teachers who 
had sufficient knowledge to do so included the ordinary diseases of 
the nose and throat. In all, something more than one thousand 
tests were made and more than three hundred and fifty children 
were found to be more or less defective in eye or ear or to be 
troubled with some affliction of the nose or throat. Of these cases, 
several showed marked defects. A pupil in one upper grade was 
found to be nearly blind in one eye. This fact was not previously 
known to the parents. Another pupil was found to be quite deaf, 
another to have harmful growths in nose and throat. One pupil, 
whose friends interviewed the Superintendent last fall because the 
child failed of promotion, was examined by the specialist and found 
to be so defective as to require the use of a peculiar and powerful 
lens to throw 7 a clear image upon the retina. As a result he is to-day 
doing better work in school than in any year previous and he is 
now in the fourth grade. The improvement is especially noticeable 
in his penmanship. Another case was brought to my attention last 
year. A child was found to be so badly afflicted as to be 
practically blind. Through the kind offices of the town attorney this 
child was placed in the Perkins Institute For The Blind, and her 
father reports that she is progressing well in her new home. Thus 
will be seen the desirability of concerted action on the part of 
parents, teachers, and school authorities in discovering at an early 
age the physical deficiencies of the pupils in our schools. Many a 
heartache over a low mark may have as its cause some hidden 
disease in the child’s anatomy. Through you, I desire to urge upon 
all parents the necessity of carrying out the suggestions made in the 
reports sent them by the teacher. Your family physician will gladly 
aid you and direct you to a suitable specialist. In this way you will 
best assist us in giving your child the full benefit of his school work. 
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Early last May, through the kind offices of the 
Penny Savings Palmer Woman’s Club, a system of Penny 
System. Savings was established. The teachers were 

notified that on a certain day each week at a 
stated hour “ collectors ” from the club would come to the various 
buildings to receive any and all deposits that the children desired to 
bring. A folder is issued for each child desiring to make a deposit 
and he is given as many stamps in value as he has money. The 
stamps are placed upon folders and whenever a pupil in this way 
has deposited two dollars the financial secretary of the club takes 
out a bank book for the child, retaining the book in her possession 
until the child removes from town or withdraws the entire amount. 
In case a new folder is issued, the number of the bank book 
together with the amount of the deposit on the book is recorded 
upon the new folder which, therefore, serves as a receipt to the pupil 
owning the bank books, and assists him in keeping a record of his 
money. If a pupil graduates from the grammar school or leaves 
town he is given the bank book by the financial secretary. Many 
pupils have taken advantage of this means of saving their pennies. 
Some have saved for the purpose of having money with which to 
purchase clothes or other articles of necessity, others to have money 
for stated occasions, and still others with a desire for frugality. That 
the system is a success here is evidenced by the fact that of about 
one thousand children in the graded schools more than five hundred 
have become depositors. The total deposits to date are not far 
from $513. In other words, through this means there has been 
saved to the children of Palmer by means of the small amounts 
deposited, one dollar for each of five hundred children. Greater 
than this mere money consideration are the ideas of thrift, 
postponement of present for future gratification and careful 
economy, which have silently, nevertheless surely, been inculcated 
within the minds of these children. It is a success again from the 
fact, that in at least three of the villages it has not been and is not 
to-day, a spasmodic effort that will soon pass away. It is rather the 
filling of a long felt need on the part of many parents in bringing 
nearer to their homes the opportunity for their children to save the 
pennies which would otherwise be foolishly spent. On behalf of 
these boys and girls, I desire to thank the members of the Woman’s 
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Club for their efforts along this line and to urge upon the boys and 
girls the benefits to be derived in grasping this idea of saving a few 
pennies or dollars each year. In justice to the teachers, I ought to 
say that through their bringing the matter closely to the attention of 
the children no doubt greater progress has been made than would 
have been possible without their co-operation. 

That we have retained so many of our 
Increased Salaries, grade teachers during the past school and 
calendar year is a direct result of the 
increases of the salaries of these teachers. From January to Janu¬ 
ary we lost only two, Miss Tucker, who had served faithfully and well 
for a long term of years in the first grade at Palmer, and Miss 
Farnsworth from the first grade in Bondsville. In the natural order 
of events we shall continue to lose many of our best teachers, as our 
present maximum will be too small to retain for a long tenure the 
more efficient and progressive teachers unless other conditions cause 
them to remain. The present result, however, ought to be a suffi¬ 
cient guarantee to the citizens that this additional appropriation was 
wisely expended in the interests of the children. 

Since March 1, 1905, we have received the resignations of the 
principal of the Three Rivers grammar school and the principal of 
the Palmer grammar. Both were young men of ability and promise. 
Had it been possible to increase their salaries no doubt we could 
have retained them. As the policy of the school is shaped largely 
by the principal, it causes confusion and irregularity if too frequent 
changes occur. Men with education, ability and promise who 
expect to continue in the work of teaching as a profession are 
neither attracted by, nor held in, such positions for any extended 
period unless the salaries are higher than we are able to pay. It 
should be a subject for the thought of parents and voters whether 
the time is not near at hand when larger salaries can be paid these 
principals. 

This discussion leads again to the question: What 
Growth for is the basis of promotions and the granting of 
Efficiency. increases to teachers? In the report of last year it 

was stated that “merit and merit alone” should be 
the criterion and the increases last year were made with that 
standard. Secretary Martin in his last report to the State Board of 
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Education, says: “ There are five factors which go to make up an 
efficient teacher,— natural ability, scholarship, training, experience 
and growth.” It is not expected that every man following the trade 
of a mechanic is a perfect mechanic, every draughtsman a naturally 
endowed artist nor every professional or business man exactly fitted 
by birth for his occupation. Neither can it be expected that every 
person engaged in the work of teaching is a born teacher. “ Never¬ 
theless,” says Dr. Martin, “they are as well fitted by nature for their 
work as are persons engaged in other vocations.” Many of our own 
teachers have had regular and professional training at normal schools 
and colleges, others have had the benefits derived from local train¬ 
ing and observation, and still others have gained teaching power 
from experience. Most of them have a reasonable amount of 
natural ability, such as loyalty, force, ambition, executive ability and 
the like. In other words, we may safely assume that, considering 
the wages paid, our teachers possess about the usual amount of those 
qualities referred to by Dr. Martin. That they may continue to 
maintain their present standards it is necessary for them to purchase 
books, attend instructive lectures and teachers’ conventions and 
patronize summer schools. In other words, they must continually 
grow in experience, scholarship and culture. The formation of a 
teachers’ club by the teachers of Palmer for self-culture and growth 
is a step in this same direction. It ought to insure for us an 
increase in efficiency on the part of individual teachers. In view of 
the above facts in carrying out the policy of promotions and 
increases on the basis of merit, would it not be well to measure in 
some definite way the growth of a given teacher? Inquiries have 
been made among our teachers concerning these matters, and I now 
suggest a continuance of this method of ascertaining what particular 
line of thought and study a teacher has pursued in order to broaden 
her culture and make herself more useful in the social life of which 
she is a part. 

Practically the same crowded condition in the 
High School. High School confronts us to-day as did one year 

ago. We have, to be sure, five less pupils, but 
the difference is so small as to be hardly appreciable. For exact 
conditions, I refer you to my report of last year. In case no 
definite action is taken by the building committee or by the town, I 
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would suggest that a metal door be placed between the fire escape 
and lower corridor; that glass panels be inserted in the doors of the 
Chemical Laboratory and North room ; that the present ventilating 
stacks be extended through the roof; and that, should there be one 
hundred and twenty-five pupils or more, an extra teacher be 
employed and a two-session plan be adopted. 

The statistics concerning the employment and ambitions of the 
recent graduates of our High School are worthy our thoughtful con¬ 
sideration. That so large a percentage of our pupils attend college 
justifies the maintenance of Classical and Latin Modern Language 
courses, although it might seem in harmony with the natural order 
of events that Greek as a high school study is fast losing ground. 
In many schools it has been replaced by German. These statistics 
strengthen the feeling that has been gaining ground in recent 
years that the high school is for all the people and that in many of 
the ordinary occupations it will be the high school graduates who 
will become the leaders. They also suggest that there is something 
of a demand here for a genuine commercial course. Whether the 
time is fully ripe for such a course may be a matter of debate. 


REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE HIGH SCHOOL. 

To the Superintendent of Schools : 

The number of pupils enrolled at the high school during the 
current year has been 114, this being the largest number, with the 
exception of last year, in the history of the school. 

The new schedule of studies, outlined in my report of last year 
and adopted by the school committee, has been put into operation, 
enriching our curriculum with new courses in Freshman Science, 
Commercial Geography, Economics and Mediaeval History, without 
necessitating any addition to our teaching force. All the branches 
taught at the high school are at present more carefully coordinated 
and their consolidation into departments is more complete than at 
any time previous. The subjects of History, Civics, and Economics 
are taught by the principal. Natural Science, Mathematics, Ancient 
Languages, and Modern Languages each constitute a separate 
department in charge of a competent instructor specially trained for 
her work. It is impossible to plan an ideally perfect curriculum 
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which will be adaptable to our circumstances, but the one in use at 
present is much broader than that offered by most schools, and the 
results obtained thus far are highly satisfactory. 

Since Christmas the letter system of marking has been adopted, 
C being the lowest passing mark. Reports will hereafter be sent out 
bi-monthly or at the close of each eight-week period. 

As the fifth year of the present principal’s service approaches 
its close, it seems fitting that the high school should give a special 
account of itself, having particular reference to the result obtained 
during the years of his incumbency. Since it is now impossible to 
include in any tabulation the results of the present year, and as a 
consideration of the results for five consecutive years is desirable, 
the record of the class of 1901 has been included in the statistics 
here given. Moreover several members of that class have either 
returned as post graduates or received their certificates to higher 
institutions of learning within the past four years. 

During the five school years just passed, 75 pupils have been 
graduated from Palmer high school, 39 from the four years and 36 
from the three years course. Of these 75 pupils, 21 have entered 
colleges or professional schools, nine have entered normal schools, 
seven have gone to business colleges, and two to the New England 
Conservatory of Music. Six are now teaching in graded schools, 
while one is an instructor in Westfield Normal School. Three have 
graduated from business colleges and have positions. Ten, without 
business college training, have positions as clerks or bookkeepers. 
Four have taught music, one is in the hardware business, one is a 
successful reporter, one a plumber, one a dentist, one a pharmacist, 
while about 16 are engaged in miscellaneous occupations. Four of 
the young lady graduates are married. Considering the fact that 
nearly one-half of our pupils have chosen the three years course, 
which is not intended to fit them for higher institutions of learning, 
the above seems to be a satisfactory showing. Of our under¬ 
graduates who have left us after a year or more of successful work in 
high school, ten have entered other schools, four have gone to busi¬ 
ness college, and ten others have clerical positions of various kinds. 

The principal feels very sure that far more satisfactory results 
might be accomplished could more efficient means be devised for 
the proper control and regulation of the hours of home study. Such 
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regulation and control is especially needed in the case of pupils 
engaged in the first two years of high school work. There is always 
a considerable minority of such pupils, many of whom are just out 
of the grades, who have not yet gained the ambition and maturity 
necessary to induce them of their own volition to spend the proper 
amount of time and effort on their lessons outside of school. 

Over the time spent by the pupils at home, which constitutes 
fully three quarters of the waking hours of every week, the teacher 
can exercise absolutely no control. It is here that the assistance and 
cooperation of the parents is most needed. The principal may be 
pardoned for saying that it is the duty of all parents to provide for 
their pupils a suitable place for quiet home study, and to encourage 
and, if necessary, compel them to spend an adequate amount of 
time — from two to four hours in each school day — on such study. 
It is not the part of wisdom for pupils to be allowed to spend their 
afternoons in idleness or in manual work even, postponing the 
preparation of their next day’s lessons until evening when the body 
is tired and the mind least able to successfully accomplish its work. 
The best time in every day, both in school and outside school, must 
be devoted by the pupil to study, if he is to reap the best results. 
If every parent would give to this matter, as many already do, their 
careful personal attention the student mortality, i. e. the percentage 
of those who drop out before the completion of their course, might 
be reduced to a minimum. 

In closing the principal wishes to express his sincere gratitude for 
the many encouraging symptoms which mark the progress of the 
high school. It is true that we suffer daily confusion, discomfort 
and inconvenience due to the congested condition of the school 
building; but over against that is the general good disposition of 
the pupils, a steady gain in promptness and regularity of attendance, 
almost an entire absence of the severer cases of discipline, and 
added to this the loyal and harmonious support of the school 
authorities and assistant teachers. Under such circumstances we 
may all face the future with encouragement and hope. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRED WILDER CROSS, Principal. 

Palmer, Feb. 3, 1906. 
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The reports of the drawing and music teachers 
Reports of are deserving your careful attention. The 

Drawing and suggestion on the part of the drawing teacher 
Music Teacher, for some inexpensive manual work should be 
carried out. The efforts of our music teacher 
in giving more song work in the lower grades is especially commend¬ 
able. May this work continue in every grade until each pupil in the 
upper grades will be able not only to study the lives of the masters 
but to appreciate the beautiful songs which they have written. 

Mr. Robert J. Fuller , Superintendent of Schools : 

The work accomplished in drawing during the past year has 
shown a decided improvement along certain lines, although still 
greater improvement is possible. We have followed with but few 
changes the plan outlined in last year’s report, the main aim of the 
work being to secure greater accuracy. A child, whether in the first 
grade or the high school, when told to draw something, puts down 
on paper all he knows of the object before him, in the least possible 
time, and with little regard for many elements which should be care¬ 
fully considered. While children should learn to see beauty of form 
and color, they should also realize that such beauty in representation 
depends on the accuracy of their seeing and thinking. We have 
striven to awaken in the children the critical spirit, by which alone, 
a growth of power is possible. 

The limited amount of time allowed for drawing in the High 
School necessarily shuts from the course many things which are 
usually included in high school work. Of course, under these con¬ 
ditions, it is a great question as to what sort of drawing will be most 
valuable to the pupils. The greater part of the time this year has 
been devoted to representation, with some very good work resulting. 
A few lessons before Christmas were given up to designing Christmas 
gifts, and in the spring we shall probably design something which 
can be made by the pupils. 

It would be possible to introduce some form of manual training 
such as hammered metal, bent iron, or weaving, at very little 
expense.. By such- means pupils would make articles of use and 
beauty, while unconsciously training hand and brain. In many 
places the school department provides room and equipment, articles 
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produced being sold at the end of the year, either to the child at 
cost price, or to any person desiring to purchase. By this means 
the manual training is made practically self-supporting. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks to Superintendent 
and teachers for their helpfulness and encouragement at all times. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FLORENCE TARBELL, 

Supervisor of Drawing. 


Mr. R. J. Fuller , Superintendent of Schools : 

The music work for the past year has been marked by progress 
along many lines, of which it may be well to speak briefly. 

In grades one, two and three, more time has been given than 
heretofore to rote songs, and general chorus singing. I have selected 
songs that especially appeal to children, including motion songs, 
games, songs suited to the seasons, special days, etc. I have 
encouraged the teachers in these grades to provide other songs of 
merit, and I find their selections have been carefully made, and 
artistically taught. These songs not only help the child-voice to 
grow in sweetness and power, but they also afford a good means of 
relaxation in the busy schoolroom. The songs learned in the school 
are repeated in the home, in this way the children are beginning to 
bring into their own hearts, and the hearts of others, the power to 
feel and produce that happiness unknown to those who do not under¬ 
stand the “ universal language.” 

The results of good individual training in the first four grades 
were never more apparent than this year in the chorus work of the 
grammar grades. The pupils in the fourth grade are singing from 
the second reader with more intelligence and power than last year. 
Some fourth grades are singing duets in the fourth series, and two- 
part songs from the readers. The fifth, sixth and seventh grades are 
reading readily two and three-voice work from the third and 
fourth readers. The new sixth readers, placed in the eighth and 
ninth grades early in the fall, are supplying excellent material for the 
large amount of chorus work accomplished in these grades. Three- 
and four-part songs are often read correctly at sight. Great stress 
has been laid upon singing in perfect pitch, with good expression 
and distinct epunciatipn. 
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x\s in other subjects, written work in music is very profitable. 
Once each week a short lesson is given in each grade. 

The study of the lives of the great masters in music has begun 
very favorably. After Bach the pupils will study Gluck, Handel, 
Haydn, Beethoven and Mozart. 

I trust another year may find glee clubs established in the 
eighth and ninth grades, and in the high school. They will add a 
great interest to the regular work, and when rightly conducted will 
prove a source of great profit and pleasure to those pupils privileged 
to become members. 

Ihis year I have visited each of the two district schools once in 
two weeks. These schools have several grades, and there must be 
at least three classes for the music work, although the song work is 
selected for the entire school. This makes each music period very 
short, yet I find the work progressing faithfully, and commend most 
heartily the earnest efforts of these teachers. 

The music work in our schools reflects much credit upon the 
teachers, who have labored most conscientiously in following out all 
my suggestions. 

To you, and the school board, I wish to express my thanks for 
your hearty co-operation in my department of the school work. 

Respectfully, 

JOANA V. CANTWELL, 

Supervisor of Music . 


In the Bondsville and Three Rivers schools 
Reading Rooms, semi-public reading rooms have been opened. 

The Palmer Business Men’s Club kindly 
donated their magazines and periodicals to the use of these rooms. 
This is but one of the many ways in which the public school of 
to-day may gradually become the social, as well as the educational, 
center of the school community. The success or failure of these 
reading rooms is in the hands of teachers, pupils, and philanthropic 
citizens. 

Any one desirous of furthering this worthy cause in, a financial 
way Or by donating their own magazines, should confer with the 
teacher in charge. . 
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In this connection the Librarian of the Public 
Use of Public Library reports a somewhat increased use of the 
Library. Library on the part of both teachers and pupils. 

An effort has been made to classify the books in 
the Library according to grades and it is hoped that a catalogue 
containing this classification will soon be issued. In this way the 
boys and girls will be able to make a choice among the books best 
suited for their grade and almost entirely within their comprehension. 

Another classification of books upon psychology, pedagogy, 
child study, and the like has been made for the benefit of the 
teachers. 

From time to time books have been recommended to certain 
teachers upon special subjects, suited to their specific needs or 
difficulties. It is the purpose of the Library trustees to increase the 
number of such books and thus will be filled the long felt want of a 
professional library for our teachers. 

As was anticipated in last year’s report revised 
Courses of courses of study in history, geography and arith- 
Study. metic have been placed in the hands of the grade 
teachers. While pupils are regarded as human 
beings capable of infinite development rather than as automatons, 
and while teachers are more than text-books and courses of study, 
a certain uniformity of work is necessary and certain minimum 
requirements should be well taught. The teachers have begun 
using these outlines with the desire to make the most of the time 
allotted to each subject. Occasional teachers’ meetings and con¬ 
ferences have been held concerning them and we feel that the 
scholarship and general tone and quality of the work done is sure 
to improve along progressive lines. 

A spirit among our citizens demanding the best that our 
financial conditions will allow, a harmonious teaching force working 
for the common end outlined in the early part of this report, the 
willingness among the parents to co-operate with these teachers in 
all matters pertaining to the welfare of their children and the feeling 
of helpfulness among all the educational forces of our towns predict 
a period of strength, growth and prosperity in our schools. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT J. FULLER. 

Feb. 14, 1906. 



Appendix A. 

SCHOOL ORGANIZATION. 

March i, 1905. 

SUPERINTENDENT. 

Year 

Appointed. 

Salary 

1904 

Robert J. Fuller, 

$ 1,800.00 

I9OI 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Fred Wilder Cross, Principal, 

$ 1,400.00 

I904 

Genevra F. Clark, Latin and Greek, 

600.00 

I9O4 

Julia A. Davis, Science, 

600.00 

I 904 

Maisie B. Whiting, French and English, 

500.00 

I9O4 

Sue E. MacWilliams, Mathematics, 

600.00 

1900 

PALMER GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

Name and Grade. 

Elizabeth I. Heenehan, Grades VIII and IX, 

551-00 

1905 

Margaret Clark, Assistant, 

285.00 

1906 

Marion L. Tucker, Grade VII, 

380.00 

I903 

Susan E. Goodwin, Grade VI, 

418.00 

1905 

Bernice L. Goddard, Grade V, 

380.00 

1 902 

Katharine E. Shea, Grade IV, 

418.00 

1905 

Lillie Sullivan, Grades III and IV, 

342.00 

1902 

Sarah E. Harrison, Grade III, 

380.00 

1899 

M. Eloise Stone, Grade II, 

380.00 

i 9°5 

Maraketa Goodrich, Grade I, 

380.00 

1891 

THORNDIKE GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

Katharine M. Twiss, Prin., Grades VIII and IX, 

608.00 

1897 

Minnie V. Andrews, Grades VI and VII, 

380.00 

189O 

Annie E. O’Connor, Grades IV and V, 

418.00 

1904 

Marion Sands, Grades II and III, 

418.00 

1874 

Mary E. Murdock, Grade I, 

418.00 
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1905 

THREE RIVERS GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

Lewis S. Record, Grades VII, VIII and IX, 

$608.00 

1896 

Lucy B. Twiss, Grades V and VI, 

418.00 

1903 

Ellen F. Glynn, Grades III and IV, 

380.00 

1903 

Jennie C. Roche, Grades II and III, 

418.00 

1902 

Lula C. Vaille, Grade I, 

418.00 

1894 

BONDSVILLE GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

Jennie C. Twiss, Prin., Grades VII, VIII and IX, 

608.00 

1904 

Lucille M. Dunton, Grades V and VI, 

418.00 

1890 

Cora B. Clark, Grade IV, 

418.00 

1903 

Maude Connor, Grades II and III, 

418.00 

1905 

Florence D. Webster, Grade I, 

418.00 

1901 

PALMER CENTER SCHOOL. 

May E. Mahoney, Grades I to VI, 

380.00 

1901 

WIRE MILL SCHOOL. 

Julia G. Daley, Grades I to IV, 

380.00 

1904 

DRAWING. 

Florence Tarbell, 

480.00 

1897 

MUSIC. 

Joana V. Cantwell, 

400.00 



COURSE OF STUDY FOR PALMER HIGH SCHOOL. 
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“NO-SCHOOL” SIGNAL. 

The signal is given by direction of the Superintendent of 
Schools. 

lhe School Committee has adopted the following regulations 
respecting the “ no-school ” signal: 

The “no-school” signal, when given at eight o’clock a. m. 
indicates that there will be no morning session in grades i, 2 and 3. 

When given at 8.30 a. m. indicates that there will be no school 
in all grades. 

When given at 12.30 indicates that there will be no afternoon 
session. 

The “ no-school ” signal in precinct A will be given on the fire 
alarm by three strokes of the bell twice repeated, making nine 
strokes in all, thus : * * * * * * * * * 

In other precincts the “ no-school ” signal will be given by 
three blasts on the steam chime whistles, each blast from 3 to 5 
seconds duration, a pause between each blast of from 3 to 5 seconds, 

thus: -- - - It will also be sounded by the chime 

whistle of the Wright Wire Co. 

The “no-school” signal does not affect the High School; 
sessions are held there every school day. 
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Processional. 

Appendix C. 

PALMER HIGH SCHOOL. 

GRADUATING EXERCISES. 

Tuesday evening, June twentieth. 

Opera House. 

ORDER OF EXERCISES. 

Orchestra. 


Chorus. “ Oh ! the Flowery Month of June.” Jackson 

High School. 

Salutatory. “The English Drama to the Restoration.” 


Music. 

Alice Gager. 

Orchestra. 


Quartette. 4i Boat Song.” Cowan 

Senior Mixed Quartette. 


Address. 

Professor Walter Ballou Jacobs. 

Music. 

Orchestra. 


Quartette. “ Last Rose of Summer.” 

Senior Girls’ Quartette. 

Valedictory. “ The Causes of the War in the Far East.” 

Harry Lee McGregory. 

Chorus. “The Evening Gun.” Moore 

High School. 

Presentation of Diplomas. 

Superintendent Robert J. Fuller. 


America, 


Esse, non Videri , 
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CLASS OF 1905. 

CLASSICAL COURSE. 

Josephine Alethea Mahoney. 

Frances Mildred McGilp. 

LATIN SCIENTIFIC COURSE. 

Laura Blanche Cross. 

Alice Gager. 

Robert Gladstone Kenefick. 

Alice Blanche LeGro. 

Harry Lee McGregory. 

Mabelle Bertha Oakes. 

Mary Ella Webster. 

ENGLISH COURSE. 

Roscoe Adams. 

Helen Roberta Clark. 

Edith Hall Childs. 

Mary Bernice Dillon. 

Lillie Fenton. 

Katherine Mae Hartnett. 

Ella Frances Kenyon. 

May Frances LaSalle. 

Viola Marsan. 

Edwin Clayton Maxwell. 

George Walter Roche. 

Sara Moulton Thompson. 

Edwin Merton Walker. 

Maude Mae Wilson. 


Appendix D. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

CLASS OF 1905. 

PALMER. 


^Elisabeth Bodfish. 
*James William Bradley. 
^Gordon Russell Brierly. 


*Ruth Lucilla LeGro. 
*Grace May McDonnell. 
Gladys Tillson McGregory. 




42 


TOWN OF PALMER, SCHOOL REPORT. 


George Edward Callahan. 

* George Collis, 

*Daniel Connor. 

^Beatrice Lucy Dillon. 

*Rose Duffy. 

*John Francis Foley. 

*Ethel Mary Hall. 

Daisy Blanche Hastings. 

* James Thomas Heenehan. 

* James Loomis Holden. 

* Robert Coleman Laird. 

* William Oliver Frank LaSalle. 

Katherine Casey. 

* Alice H. Clark. 

*George H. Gerald. 

*Mary E. McKenzie. 


*Ethel Rose Oakes. 

*John O’Connor. 

^Gladys Paine. 

*Frank Lewis Phaneuf. 
*Ethel Isabel Rich. 
*Dean Herman Richards. 
*Warren Arthur Roper. 
^Charles Frank Sherman. 
*Harold Wilfred Swann. 
*Harold King Taylor. 

Frances Russell Tyers. 
^Robert John Wilder. 

THORNDIKE. 

*Wilfred Mongeau. 
*Bessie G. Roche. 
^Katherine A. Sugrue. 
*Nellie Sullivan. 


* Charles James Billings. 
Eugene Fenton. 

Irene Veronica Lynes. 
Thomas Farrell. 

*John Kennedy. 

*Mae Claire Fitzgerald. 
*Mary Ellen Quirk. 
*George Allen Moulton. 


BONDSVILLE. 

*Frank Michael Doyle. 
^Gertrude Katherine Costello. 
Patrick Francis Callahan. 

* Delia Marie Sullivan. 

*Elsie Gordon Woolard. 
William Fitzpatrick. 

*Mary Evangeline Ferris. 


THREE RIVERS. 

Lila May Buskey. Hazel Belle Hubbard. 

*Maud Josephine Fillmore. Margaret Riddle. 

★Mabel Geer. Flora Marion Senecal. 

★Ellen Frances Hartnett. ^Blanche Vivian Upham. 

Those whose names are starred entered the High School. 


Appendix E. 

LAWS REGULATING SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 

I. “ Every child between 7 and 14 years of age and every child 
under 16 years of age who cannot read and write simple sentences 
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in the English language shall attend some public day school, or an 
approved private school, in the town or city in which he resides, 
during the entire time the public day schools are in session.” 

“ For the purpose of the preceding section, school committees 
shall approve a private school only when the instruction in all the 
studies required by law is in the English language, and when they 
are satisfied that such instruction equals in thoroughness and 
efficiency and in the progress made therein the instruction in the 
public schools in the same city or town.” 

“Any person having under his control a child between 7 and 14 
years of age who fails for five day sessions or ten half-day sessions 
within any period of six months while under such control, to cause 
such child to attend school as referred above, the physical or mental 
condition of such child not being such as to render his attendance 
at school harmful or impractical, shall, upon conviction, forfeit and 
pay a fine of not more than #20.” 

II “ Every habitual truant, habitual absentee or habitual school 
offender, upon conviction, may be committed, if a boy, to the 
County Truant School or to the Lyman School for Boys, and if a 
girl to the State Industrial School for Girls.” 

III. “No child who has not been duly vaccinated shall be 
admitted to a public school except upon presentation of a certificate 
signed by a regular practicing physician that such child is an unfit 
subject for vaccination.” 

“No child who is a member of a household in which a person 
is sick with smallpox, diphtheria, scarlet fever or measles, or of a 
household exposed to contagion from a household as aforesaid, shall 
attend any public school during such sickness or until the teacher of 
the school has been furnished with a certificate from the Board of 
Health of the town or city, or from the attending physician of such 
sick person, stating in a case of smallpox, diphtheria or scarlet fever, 
that a period of at least two weeks, and in a case of measles a period 
of at least three days, has elapsed since the recovery, removal, or 
death of such person, and that danger of the conveying of such 
disease by such child has passed.” 

IV “No child under 14 years of age shall be employed in any 
factory, workshop or mercantile establishment.” 

“No child under 16 years of age shall be employed in any 
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factory, workshop or mercantile establishment, until he has secured 
from the superintendent of schools, or from a person authorized by 
him, an age and schooling certificate. Such child must present an 
employment ticket from the intending employer when he applies for 
the age and schooling certificate.” 

“ The father or mother, if living, must accompany the child, to 
sign the certificate of age; if neither the father nor mother are 
living, the guardian or custodian.” 

“ Proof of correct age must be furnished if the age certificate 
does not agree with the school census.” 

(When the child is of foreign birth and is not accompanied by 
either parent, a duly authorized certificate of birth will be required.) 

V “ Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without 
cause, destroys, defaces, mars or injures a schoolhouse, church or 
other building erected or used for purposes of education, or religious 
instruction, or for the general diffusion of knowledge, or an outbuild¬ 
ing, fence, well, or appurtenances of such schoolhouse, church, or 
other building, or furniture, apparatus, or other property belonging 
to or connected with such schoolhouse, church, or other building, 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars , or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding one year .” 

VI The last regular session prior to Memorial Day or a portion 
thereof shall be devoted to exercises of a patriotic nature. 

VII “ The Superintendent of schools or teachers acting under 
his authority may excuse cases of necessary absence.” 

Unless otherwise instructed, teachers are authorized to excuse, 
as necessary, absence : 

(1) Due to child’s own sickness. 

(2) Due to contagious disease in household. 

(3) Due to very inclement weather. 

(4) Due to death in the immediate family. 

But they will not legally excuse absence due to : 

(1) Failure to file certificate of vaccination or exemption there¬ 
from. 

(2) Failure of parents or other responsible parties to provide 
necessary clothing. 

(3) Desire of parents to utilize the labor of the child. 

(4) Failure to enter school promptly when changing schools. 
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ADDENDA TO THE COURSE OF STUDY. 

Pupils may select their own courses from the accompanying list 
with the consent of their parents and the approval of the principal. 

Pupils intending to go to college should choose the studies of 
the Classical or of the Latin and Modern Language Course. Those 
preparing for an institute of technology or for a normal school should 
select either the Latin and Modern Language or the General Course. 
In every case they should pay especial regard to the requirements 
for admission to the institution for which they are preparing. 

No classes will be formed among the Freshman, Sophomore or 
Junior pupils, except in Greek, consisting of less than six members. 

Pupils will not be allowed to change from one course to another 
without the consent of their parents or at any other time than at the 
beginning of a school year. 

Music and Rhetoricals are required of all pupils. 

Drawing is required of all Freshmen. It is optional during the 
remaining years of the course. 

In the letter marking system A indicates a rank of between 90 
and 100, B between 80 and 90, C between 70 and 80, D between 60 
and 70, E between 50 and 60. 




















